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Improving service delivery and protecting public health

Water management. Despite technological advancement in tools
and methods of water supply management, emerging issues like
climate change, population growth and improper land use are making
it difficult to ensure safe water in developing countries.

BY EPHRAIM KASOZI
ekasozi@ug.nationmedia.com

n Uganda, clean drinking water is

defined as ‘water from a tap and

piped water system, borehole,
protected well or spring, rain water,
or gravity flow schemes.’

Equally, unsafe water is typically
drawn from open water sources,
including ponds, streams, rivers,
lakes, swamps, water holes, unpro-
tected springs, shallow wells, and
water trucks.

Currently, water supplies world
over are faced with the challenge
of providing adequate safe drink-
ing water.

Minister for Water and Environ-
ment, Prof. Ephraim Kamuntu said
although the government invests
in improving water service delivery,
access and safety of water remains
a challenge, calling for experts to
invent technology to enable the ru-
ral population harvest rain water.

He said there is need for experts
to develop appropriate technolo-
gies that are affordable, durable
and convenient for harvesting rain-
water from corrugated roofs. ——

“The run-off water from
corrugated roof is sufficient
because we have frequent
rains throughout the year. If
people can effectively harvest
rainwater, it would increase
access by up to 80 per cent,
rather than following up the
water that rflows into the val-
leys during rains,” added Prof.
Kamuntu.

Water coverage

According te Prof Kamuntu,
water coverage in rural areas
stands at 65 per cent com-
pared to the urban areas with
77 per cent.

“But even those who have
access to clear water in ru-
ral areas move for long dis-
tances and when women are
tired, the children walk all the
distance to fetch water,” he
said.

Kampala summit

Speaking at the opening of
the Water Safety Conference
in Kampala, Prof Kamuntu
said women spend up to 80
per cent of their time in col-
lecting water and firewood,
which negatively affects the
national economy.

The Leadership and Change

Management Summit organised by
the International Water Associa-
tion (IWA), in partnership with the
World Health Organisation (WHO),
through the National Water and
Sewerage Corporation (NWSC),
attracted water experts, practitio-
ners, researchers and policy makers
with a view of developing strate-
gies for improving service delivery
and protecting public health.

The summit, running from No-
vember 13 to 15 at the NWSC In-
ternational Resource Centre, brings
together experts from all over the
world to discuss best practices and
emerging trends for improving the
safety of global water supplies.

it focused on among other things,
water safety plan implementation,
risk assessment anti management,
source protection, health impact
assessments for water quality in-
terventions, innovative policies
and requlations for drinking water
quality.

Other issues discussed include
operation and maintenance of wa-
ter supply systems, water safety in
informal ‘settlements, community

health. *This is especially true for
African countries in which it is cur-
rently estimated that on average,
only 60 per cent of the population
has access to improved water and
sanitation services," added Prof.
Kamuntu.

New strategies

Mr Alex Gisagara, the acting
NWSC managing director, says the
conference sought to lay strategies
on how to address challenges of
accessibility with a view to improv-
ing safe water.

“We are seeking to use this
platform to deliberate on how to
address the quality, quantity and
accessibility of water starting from
source in terms of infrastructure
development, but also consider-
ing the water catchment and envi-
ronment protection measures,” Mr
Gisagara said.

Mr Philipp Otter (L), the project coordinator of Autarcon, a safe water
drinking technology company, explains to Prof. Ephraim Kamuntu, the
water and environment minister (C), how a water filtering machine
works. Such technology is needed to promote access to clean and safe
drinking water in Uganda. PHOTO BY EPHRAIM KASOZI

managed water supplies, treat-
ment and safe storage.

Value of safe water
Prof. Kamuntu said Uganda's

is intrinsically linked to the contin-
ued effective management of wa-
ter resources because water is the
driving force providing productive
input in agriculture, energy, indus-

According to Mr Gisagara, the
Water Safety Plan concept is high-
lighted as the most effective means
to consistently provide safe drink-
ing water supplies based on a pre-

transformation and development try, tourism and sustains human ventive risk based approach.
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